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AAFP’s Feline Behavior Guidelines: 
● Understanding “normal” behavior 

○ Elimination behaviors 

○ Social norms / Communication 

○ Scratching

○ Feeding 

● Behavior vs Medical?

● Resources and Open Forum
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Elimination Habits
● Clean -- 1-2x/daily 

● Fine substrate

○ 4 seconds

● UNSCENTED 

● Length = 1.5x length of cat body

● LB# = 1 per cat (social group) + 1

● Multiple locations 

○ Private

○ Easy to access

○ Not next to noisy appliances 

● Sweater storage boxes, cement 

mixing tubs, small dog litter pans 
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Scratching
- Innate behavior 

- Groom the front claws

- Leave visual and 

olfactory marks 

- Stretch their muscles! 

- Nail care - trimming vs caps

- Proper training 

- Proper substrates 

- Horizontal vs Vertical?

- Fabric? Wool? twine?
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Behavior? Or Medical?







Thank you!


